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had to rely upon famine within the city rather than upon his cannon to
make Ahmad Pasha yield.
The Persians constructed extraordinarily elaborate fortifications. They
built strong forts on each side of the Tigris nine miles above Baghdad,
and ringed the city round with no less than 2,700 towers, each one a
musket-shot from the other.1
'Abdul-'AH, the Shaikh of the Bani Lam _ Arabs, having joined Nadir,
the latter arranged for him to co-operate with the Governor of Elawiza
in an attack on Basra. A siege of the town was threatened for a time,
but the troops designed for the purpose soon dispersed,2 the Arabs, it is
said, going back on their word, while the Persian troops were called away
to suppress a rebellion in the province of Lar.8
According to the Gombroon Diary, Nadir, besides wishing to capture
Basra, also intended for a time to send an expeditionary force against
Muscat,4 but nothing came of this project at that time ; as will be seen
later, it was subsequently revived and put into execution.
The descriptions of the sufferings of the inhabitants of Baghdad recall
those of the people of Isfahan in 1722 ; large numbers died from famine
and disease.5 Hanway describes how Nadir derisively sent several
cart-loads of water-melons into the city and how Ahmad Pasha, in return,
presented Nadir with a quantity of the best bread.6
Nadir, in order to discourage the defenders, caused, every fortnight
or so, bodies of 10,000 to 12,000 of his troops to leave their lines quietly
by night, make a short march into the desert, and rejoin the camp the next
morning with colours flying, as though they had just arrived to reinforce
the besiegers.7 By the end of Mufrarram, 1146 (i3th July) the plight
of Baghdad was such that Ahmad Pasha had to send envoys to Nadir
to arrange the terms for its surrender.
Deliverance for the besieged was, however, near at hand, for the Turkish
relieving force, under Topal 'Osman Pasha, was approaching from the
north. On realising that Baghdad was in great jeopardy, the Porte had
1 Fuller particulars of these fortifications are given in the letter which Jean Nicodeme, the French
physician who accompanied Topal 'Osman Pasha, wrote to the Marquis de Villeneuve on the
loth August, 1733, after Topal 'Osman's victory over Nadir and his relief of Baghdad (see
von Hammer, Vol. XIV, pp. 525 and 526).
1 Letter from Martin French, the Basra representative of the East India Co., to the London office
of the latter, igth/3oth March, 1733 (Vol. XV of the 1.0. records),   Muhammad Muljsin
is incorrect in saying (Z.T., fol. 216 (b)) that Basra was captured.
' T.N., p. 124. Shaikh Ahmad Madani went to the aid of these rebels.
«See the entry on the 22nd April /3rd May, 1733, stating that the Agent had received a letter from
Nadir requesting him to have shipping in readiness to transport a force to Muscat.
' The Armenian Joseph Emin, who went through the siege when a child of 7, gives an account
of bis experiences in his Life and Adventures, London, 1792, p. 20.
•	Hanway, Vol. IV, pp. 82 and 83.   See also the story recounted by Longrigg, op. (At., p. 140.
*	See toe French translation of Ahmad Pasha's despatch to the Porte, in La Mamye-Clairac's
Vol. Ill, p. 301.

